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Symposium »Salutogenese« in Berlin 02./03.05.2014

Kooperationsverbund Hochschulen fiir Gesundheit
mit dem Dachverband Salutogenese plant fiir den
02./03.05.2014 ein Symposium zum Thema »Die
Bedeutung der Salutogenese und der Gesundheits-
forderung fiir Gesundheits-, Sozial- und Bildungs-
berufe« an der Alice Salomon Hochschule in Berlin

Der Dachverband Salutogenese fiihrt entspre-
chende Symposien in zweijahrigem Rhythmus
durch, zuletzt 2012 an der PH Géttingen zum Thema
»Chronisch krank und doch gesund - eine salutoge-
netische Perspektive«.

Die Tagung 2014 wird sich schwerpunktméaRig
mit der Frage beschaftigen, in welcher Weise das
Konzept der Salutogenese und der Gesundheits-
foérderung in die Aus-, Fort- und Weiterbildung
von Gesundheits-, Sozial- und Bildungsberufen
integriert werden kann.

Programmplanung

M Einflhrende Beitrage aus philosophischer, wis-
senschaftlicher und politischer Perspektive zu
Qualifizierung und kiinftiger beruflicher Praxis der
Gesundheits-, Sozial- und Gesundheitsberufe;

W parallele Workshops fiir die verschiedenen Be-
rufsbereiche in zwei Phasen: (1) Integration
von Salutogenese und Gesundheitsférderung
in die berufliche Praxis, (2) Integration in das
Hochschulstudium und die Fort- und Weiterbil-
dung;

M integrierende Erorterungen und Diskussionen zu
Fragen der Umsetzung in Hochschulstudien so-
wie in beruflicher und gesellschaftlicher Praxis.

Kontakt & weitere Informationen
Eberhard Gépel (eberhard.goepel@hs-magdeburg.de)
www.dachverband-salutogenese.de

Rolf Schwendter verstorben

Am 21.07.2013 verstarb im Alter von 73 Jahren
Rolf Schwendter

Der dreifach promovierte Wissenschaftler (Rechts-
wissenschaften, Politikwissenschaften, Philoso-
phie), Séanger und Schriftsteller lehrte bis zu sei-
ner Emeritierung 2003 an der Universitat Kassel
mit dem Schwerpunkt Subkultur- und Devianzfor-
schung. Schwendter entwarf in den 1960er- und
1970er-Jahren mit seinen »Liedern zur Kinder-
trommel« einen Entwurf fir eine kiinstlerische Ge-
genkultur, entwickelte mit seiner »Theorie der Sub-
kultur« eine Utopie sozialer Bewegungen, fur die
er als Mentor fir die Gesundheitsladenbewegung
und die Antipsychiatrie vehement eintrat.

Rolf Schwendter vertrat eine wissenschaftlich
fundierte, an der Praxis orientierte und sich ihrer po-

litischen Bezugspunkte bewusste Soziale Arbeit. In
seiner »Einflhrung in die Soziale Therapie« (2000)
entwickelte er eine — wie er selbst anmerkte — héchst
provisorische und vorldufige Rahmenkonzeption
Sozialer Therapie als »Reflexion auf die Gleichzei-
tigkeit gesellschaftlicher und psychischer Ursachen
je bestehender Leidenserfahrungen, verbunden mit
dem Ensemble méglicher Interventionen zur Behe-
bung oder doch Minderung dieser« (S. 15).

Die deutschsprachige Klinische Sozialarbeit
verliert mit Rolf Schwendter einen wichtigen Ideen-
geber und streitbaren Kdmpfer gegen soziale Un-
gerechtigkeit, dessen Werk nicht nur in Andenken
gehalten werden sollte.

Schwendeter, Rolf (2000). Einfdhrung in die Soziale
Therapie. Tubingen: dgvt.
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The second generation of Holocaust sur-
vivors has been studied quite extensively
(e.g., Sagi-Schwartz et al., 2003). In com-
parison, research on the transmission of
the Holocaust legacy to second-generati-
on »Aryan citizens of the German Nati-
onal Socialist regime (or former Nazis) is
scarce (e.g., Bar-On, 1990). Recent me-
dia stories on Germans born during or af-
ter World War Il and living in Israel (e.g.,
Gold, 2008) inspired the authors of the
present study to learn more about the
life experiences and motivations of this
unique group. Rosenthal (2002) inves-
tigated the transgenerational effects of
World War Il in Germany and found that
events in a family’s history burdened the
offspring, even those that occurred prior
to their birth. In their attempts to resol-
ve the guilt associated with the legacy of
the parents’ generation, many individu-
als of the post-war generation sought to
compensate for the crimes perpetrated
by their predecessor generation by vo-
lunteering to work with »atonement« or-
ganizations, primarily for Holocaust sur-
vivor welfare, and mostly in Israel (Stier-
lin, 1993). A handful have settled in the
Jewish homeland. While mostly media-
shy, several brief reports about the pre-
sence of this group in Israel have been
leaked to the local media, catching the
attention of the authors of this study. We
sought to understand the processes that
led these Germans to tie their fates with
that of the Jewish people.

Method

Interviewees

Following the recruitment of the first res-
pondents who were interviewed in the
Israeli media, sampling was conducted
by means of a »snowball« method,
whereby every new participant was as-
ked to refer us to other Germans with
similar backgrounds who were also re-
sident in Israel. Our final sample inclu-
ded 12 women and 3 men, all Hebrew-
speaking, and born during, or immedia-
tely after, the war. Two thirds of our sam-
ple (10) were married to Jewish Israe-
lis, and most had children. Our female
respondents had converted to Judaism
and assumed lIsraeli citizenship, while
the men participating retained their ori-
ginal religious affiliations. Eight intervie-

Living with the remnants:
Second-generation non-Jewish citizens
of Nazi Germany living in Israel

Eli Somer and Yael Agam

wees reported that at least one of their
parents had been a voluntary member
of the Nazi party long before its ascent
to power and 5 had reportedly held se-
nior positions in the German military or
the Nazi administration.

Procedure

We conducted semi-structured, in-depth
interviews (Patton, 2002) in Hebrew, in
the respondents’ homes. The interviews
lasted about 3 hours, were audio recor-
ded, transcribed by the interviewer (YA)
and analyzed from a Grounded Theo-
ry perspective employing an inductive,
hermeneutic approach (Creswell, 1998).

Results

Distancing from the German identity
Early encounters with the story of the
Holocaust resulted in a two-pronged
identity redefinition for our respon-
dents: shock and shame about their pa-
rents’ legacy, and a heart-felt identifica-
tion with the persecuted Jews.

A tormented national identity: »Can |
be proud to be German? Definitely not!«
The following is a typical account of the
»discovery« of the Holocaust: »There was
this magazine called Crystal my parents
had subscribed to...For a year or two it
featured an historical supplement ... |
read it passionately until it got to modern
history. It exploded in my face. Suddenly
| was reading about the Holocaust. | said
—this is impossible ... | was devastated!«
(Leah) The revelation of the facts of Ho-
locaust among our interviewees was ha-
phazard and often accompanied by dis-
belief and guilt, as well as a deep sense
of shame. For our respondents, owning
their inherited national identity had be-
come an agonizing experience.

The initial pull towards the Jewish peo-
ple: »We...decided that we would marry
Jewish men as an act of solidarity.« Lear-
ning during their adolescent years about
the German persecution of the Jews
seemed to have instigated a process of
self-re-evaluation. Their inner conflict
seemed irreconcilable. »Our history tea-
cher put together an exhibition on the
Holocaust. (What | saw) enraged me, |
felt resentment, shock...I had a good
friend in class and we both decided that

we would marry Jewish men as an act of
solidarity ... or even convert.« (Hannah)

From hesitant exploration to intimate
liaisons
Cautious searching for proximity to the
victimized nation sometimes ended in
idealizing reactions and romantic infa-
tuations.

»What strength these people have...
after all the destruction they are now
building a new society ...« Many inter-
viewees visited Israel as young adults
and eventually decided to go beyond an
observant stance to a more participant-
observer experience permitting a dee-
per understanding of the victims with
whom they sought to acquaint them-
selves. Their motivations were complex,
as illustrated in the following: »l thought
what strength these people have ... |
wanted to take part in building a social-
democratic society, building the land af-
ter all that suffering and destruction —
to build a just, peace-seeking society«
(Andreas) Most interviewees also had a
drive to make a small corrective contri-
bution to Israelis. Their attitude could be
described as shifting between apprehen-
sive guilt and romanticized awe. Many
wanted to forge new relationships bet-
ween the »new Germans« and the »new
Jews«. Ongoing encounters with Israe-
lis opened the door to romantic liaisons.

German-Israeli relationships as the
ultimate repudiation of Nazi racism:
»We committed a Rassenschande and
this meant we defeated the Arierpara-
graph.« Beyond the obvious personal
attraction between partners, additional
alluring processes may have played a
role. Following an unwanted sexual en-
counter with a survivor, one respon-
dent invoked images of humiliated Je-
wish women and of Christian suffering
as atonement for the sins of others. She
not only denied the violence perpetrated
against her, construing it as a just penal-
ty for the crimes of her parents’ gene-
ration, but also saw her post-hoc com-
plicity as a repudiation as acting in defi-
ance of Nazi racial law. »As we lay silent
after it, he asks — what are you thinking
about? (I said). ... We have now com-
mitted a Rassenschande and this meant
we defeated the Arierparagraph and
that was wonderful.« (Bat El) These Ger-
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mans’ full association with Israeli socie-
ty, and polarized German-Jewish iden-
tifications, triggered dilemmas concer-
ning their primary reference group. As
Jewish identity is matrilineal, issues of
religious conversion were pertinent to
married female respondents. Two major
paths led members of this group to re-
ligious change: pragmatic motivations,
and religious and emotional drives.

Crossing the lines: immigration and
conversion
Conversion for pragmatic reasons: »l
wanted my children to belong here«. To
belong to the Jewish people, to enjoy
the ensuing automatic Israeli citizenship
rights or to marry a Jew, one must ac-
tually undergo religious conversion. For
some, conversion was a means to be-
come eligible for marriage, as well as a
rite of passage and entry into Israeli so-
ciety: »l knew | wanted to get married, |
wanted children and | wanted the child-
ren to be part of the general society ... |
realized that this cannot happen unless
you convert.« (Tziporah) Parallel to this
sober pragmatism, we noted two dee-
per layers of motivation for adopting the
Jewish faith: identification with the vic-
tims and spiritual conviction.
Conversions driven by alienation
from the Germans and identification
with Jews: »hostility towards the other
side«. Some converts depicted a level of
connection to the Jewish people that in-
cluded, at times, resentment and aliena-
tion towards Germans. »l seem to have
developed estrangement and hostili-
ty towards the other side ... | resent it
when Germans come here as tourists ...
they should lower their heads in consi-
deration of where they are.« (Nurit) This
woman refers to her nation of origin as
nthe other side’. The terminology she

Anzeige

used revealed the inherent identity ten-
sion between the identity she has em-
braced and her biological origins, which
she portrayed with some disdain. Other
converts seem to have been religiously
drawn to Judaism, reporting a genuine
spiritual process involving full adoption
of Jewish traditions.

Conversion as a primal longing and
spiritual quest: »lt is my destiny«. The
following excerpt is a typical illustration
of this process: »(Being Jewish) is my
task. My path. It is something natural ...
it is my destiny ... my fate. The sages
say that a convert to Judaism carries a
Jewish soul from times past. | think it is
true.« (Miriam) Miriam’s conversion was
completed in Germany and was unrela-
ted to a relationship with a Jewish man
or to immigration issues. It represents a
primal, spiritual longing that was expe-
rienced almost as an inevitable, deter-
ministic course.

When we deliberately probed the con-
nection between the Holocaust and the
drive to become Jewish, many admitted
a probable relationship between the two
events. For example, all four converts
who described a primal yearning for
Judaism from an early age, and whose
conversions were presented as unrela-
ted to the pragmatics of building a fami-
ly in Israel, were also daughters of Nazis
who had expressed difficulties with be-
longing to their original familial and na-
tional reference groups.

Discussion

Second-generation »Aryan« citizens of
Nazi Germany in Israel appear to have
tried to resolve inner conflicts around fa-
milial and national belonging. Their natio-
nal and familial pasts became an unbear-

able source of shame and disdain for the
horrors perpetrated by their parents’ ge-
neration. Their Germanness developed
into a mark of Cain, removable only by
severing their national ties. Their post-
Holocaust identity conflict was resolved
by radical estrangement from their Ger-
manness. For the specific group we stu-
died, it was not enough to cease being
German. Accountability and remorse
for the crimes perpetrated by the previ-
ous generation developed into a push to-
wards the victimized nation. It appeared
that only personal acceptance in the vic-
tims’ milieu could resolve their inner con-
flict forever. This ultimate personal ac-
ceptance could only be achieved by mar-
riage to a Jew, Israeli citizenship or con-
version to Judaism. Actually becoming
part of the victims' camp finally eradica-
ted their affiliation with the perpetrators.
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